
Roman Britain 
How was Britain changed by 
the Roman Empire? 
Roman Empire All of the lands and foreign people ruled by the Romans 

Emperor The sole ruler of the Roman Empire, usually based in the city of Rome 

Province A section of the empire ruled by a governor 

Legionary A trained Roman soldier who carried a range of equipment and could work     
effectively as part of a group 

Legion A group of legionaries (usually around 5,000)  

Centurion An important soldier in charge of a century (a group of about 80 legionaries) 

Britons/Celts Words sometimes given to the Iron Age tribes living in Britain when the Romans 
arrived 

Raid An armed invasion in which the raiders are trying to cause damage, steal      
valuables and cause fear 

Conquest This means defeating an opponent in war and then taking over their territory; 
we could say that their territory now belongs to the winner’s “empire” 

Governor A Roman ruler who rules a province for the emperor 

Resistance This means fighting back against an invader to prevent raiding or conquest 

Rebellion This means you have surrendered to your enemy but later decide to fight 
against them, usually to force them to leave 

Picts An iron age tribe that lived in the north of Britain—what is now Scotland 

Innovations New ideas or inventions 

Boudicca Emperor    
Claudius 

“Tortoise” formation 

Julius    
Caesar 


